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 City of Allegan  

Planning Commission 
Griswold Auditorium – 401 Hubbard Street, Allegan MI 49010 

 Monday, March 18, 2019 
6:00PM 

 
AGENDA 

 
1.  Call to Order 

 
2.  Attendance 

 
3.  Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting    
 
4.  Public Comment 
 
5.  Public Hearings 
 
   5A.1 – Special Use Permit Application- 805 Marshall 
    
   5A.2 – Medical and Adult Marihuana Establishment Discussion 

         
6.                Site Plan Reviews 
 
7.               Special Presentations 
 
8.  Discussion 
   
9.  Staff/Commission Comments 
 
10.  Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

City of Allegan  
  Planning Commission Meeting  

Monday, February 18, 2019 
Griswold Auditorium    

401 Hubbard Street Allegan MI 49010 
 

 MINUTES 
1) Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm.  
  
2) Attendance 

Present:  Chair Brad Burke, Rachel McKenzie, Charles Tripp, Nancy Ingalsbee, Julie 
Emmons 

 
Absent: Cindy Thiele 

    
Others Present: Jordan Meagher, Community Development Coordinator, Lori Castello of 
PCI, Joe Dye, City Manager 

 
Nancy Ingalsbee, supported by Rachel McKenzie, made a motion to excuse the absence of Cindy 
Thiele. Motion passed 6-0. 
 
3) Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes  
 
Motion to approve the minutes from the February 4, 2019 special meeting was made by Rachel 
McKenzie, and supported by Nancy Ingalsbee. Motion passed 5-0, with Morton abstaining due 
to absence from the meeting. 
 
4) Public Comment 
 
No public comments were heard. 
 
5) Public Hearings 
 
6) Site Plan Reviews 
 



 
7) Special Presentation 
 
8) Discussion 
 
 8A.1 – Recreational Marihuana Discussion 
 
 At their last council meeting, the Allegan City Council voted to opt out of the new state 
law that would allow recreational marihuana facilities to become established within the Allegan 
city limit. The Council directed the Planning Commission to begin studying the different types of 
marihuana establishments, along with the effects that recreational marihuana has had within 
other communities. Council also directed the Planning Commission to hold at least one public 
hearing to engage the public on the matter, and submit a report with a recommendation to 
Council by December 1, 2019. 
 
At the Planning Commission meeting, City Manager Joel Dye gave an overview of the state law, 
the seven types of marihuana facilities, and the State of Colorado studies that are currently 
viewed as the most trusted sources of information on the matter. 
 
After some discussion, the Planning Commission decided that they would like to hold a public 
hearing to engage the public at their next meeting in order to receive feedback on the subject 
from Allegan residents. The public hearing would take place on March 18, 2019, and no 
decisions will be made. 
 
Motion by Julie Emmons, supported by Tom Morton, made a motion to schedule a public 
hearing at the March 18, 2019 Planning Commission meeting to receive feedback from the 
public on recreational marihuana facilities in Allegan. Motion carried 6-0. 

 
9) Staff/Commission Comments 
 
10) Adjournment  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:21pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Jordan Meagher, Community Development Coordinator 































MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Allegan Planning Commission 
FROM: Jordan Meagher,  Community  Development  Coordinator 
RE: Public Hearing for Medical and Adult Marihuana Facilities in Allegan 
DATE: March 15, 2019 

 
Summary 
It is requested that the Planning Commission, under the direction of City Council, hold a public hearing to 
receive feedback from the public on the possible establishment of medical and adult marihuana facilities 
within the Allegan city limits.  

 

No decisions regarding these establishments will be made at this meeting. 
 
Background 
 
On Tuesday November 6, 2018 the voters in the State of Michigan voted to legalize recreational 
marihuana with 57% approval, and in the City of Allegan, the proposal passed with 58% approval. Since 
this proposal passed state wide, the City was asked to make a decision as to whether the City should opt 
in and allow marijuana establishments or if the City should opt out and not allow marihuana 
establishments. 
 

The term “marihuana establishments” encompass seven types of businesses. 
 

1. Growers – Grow and package marijuana for sale to processors or provisioning centers. 
2. Processors – Extract resin from marijuana or create marijuana-infused products to sale to 

provisioning centers. 
3. Provisioning centers – Sell marijuana to patients or caregivers. 
4. Secure transporters – Store and transport marijuana between facilities. 
5. Safety compliance facilities – Test marijuana for contaminants and proper chemical levels. 
6. Marihuana retailer - Sells or otherwise transfers marijuana to marihuana establishments or to 

individuals over 21. 
7. Marihuana microbusiness – Cultivates up to 150 plants, processes marijuana from those plants, 

and sells or transfers it to individuals over 21 or to safety compliance facilities. 
 

At their January 28th meeting, the Allegan City Council passed ordinance 475, which established the City’s 
position to opt out. City Council then directed the Planning Commission to begin studying the City’s 
options for authorizing and regulating marihuana establishments under the new law, which includes 
holding at least one public hearing to seek public input, and then preparing and submiting a report to City 
Council by December 1, 2019 with a recommendation on how the city should proceed with this issue. 
Ordinance 475 will afford the city the opportunity to make sure it has a good understanding and solid 
foundation on how it wants to proceed while at the same time ensures no marihuana establishment can 
open within the City of Allegan just in case the State of Michigan gets the licensing portion of the of the 
program up and running prior to the City of Allegan making a formal decision. 
 



Recommend 
It is recommended by the Planning Commission, with direction from City Council, hold a public hearing 
to receive feedback from the public on the possible establishment of medical and adult marihuana 
facilities within the Allegan city limits. 
 
Attachments: 
Ordinance 475



CITY OF ALLEGAN 
ALLEGAN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 475 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO ADD A NEW CHAPTER 32 TO THE ALLEGAN 
CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES TO PROHIBIT MARIHUANA 
ESTABLISHMENTS AND TO DIRECT THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
TO STUDY FUTURE OPTIONS 

The City of Allegan ordains: 
Section 1. Addition. A new Chapter 31, entitled “Marihuana Establishments,” is hereby added to 
the Allegan City Code of Ordinances to read as follows: 

Chapter 31 
Marihuana Establishments 

Sec. 31-1. Title. 
This chapter shall be known as and may be cited as the City of Allegan Marihuana 
Establishments Ordinance. 

Sec. 31-2. Definitions. 
Words used in this chapter shall have the same meanings as in Initiated Law 1 of 2018, also 
known as the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise. The remainder of this chapter refers to Initiated Law 1 of 2018 as the 
MRTMA. 

Sec. 31-3. Marihuana establishments prohibited. 
Marihuana establishments are prohibited in the City until such time as the City Council 
amends this chapter to allow one or more establishments. 

Sec. 31-4. Violations and penalties. 
(a) Any person who disobeys, neglects, or refuses to comply with any provision of this 

chapter or who causes, allows, or consents to any of the same shall be deemed to be 
responsible for the violation of this ordinance. A violation of this chapter is deemed to be 
a nuisance per se. 

(b) A violation of this chapter is a municipal civil infraction, for which the fines shall not be 
less than $100 nor more than $500, in the discretion of the Court. The foregoing  
sanctions shall be in addition to the rights of the City to proceed at law or equity with 
other appropriate and proper remedies. Additionally, the violator shall pay costs which 
may include all expenses, direct and indirect, which the City incurs in connection with  
the municipal civil infraction. 

(c) Each day during which any violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. 

Sec. 31-5. Study by the Planning Commission. 
As of the adoption of this chapter, the legalization of marihuana is a new phenomenon in 
Michigan that presents unique opportunities and challenges for local governments. The intent 
of this chapter is to prohibit marihuana establishments on at least a temporary basis in order 
to allow further study of the issue. The Planning Commission is hereby directed to: 



(a) Study the City’s options for authorizing and regulating marihuana establishments 
under the Act; 

(b) Hold at least one public hearing to seek input from the public; and 
(c) Prepare and submit a report to the City Council by December 1, 2019, with a 

recommendation as to whether the City should authorize one or more types of 
marihuana establishments. If the Planning Commission recommends authorization, the 
report shall outline, in general terms, recommended regulations. 

Section 2. Publication and Effective Date. The City Clerk shall cause this ordinance to be 
published in a newspaper of general circulation in the City, and the ordinance shall be 
effective 20 days after enactment or upon publication, whichever is later. 
YEAS:  NAYS:        

CERTIFICATION 
This is a true and complete copy of Ordinance No.    adopted at a regular meeting of the    
Allegan City Council held on  , 2019. 

 
 

Rachel McKenzie, Mayor 
 
 

Danielle Bird, Clerk 
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